GLORY  AND  LOVE

laws of God and man, he had spoken of the
husband she had so wantonly abandoned^ and
wanted to leave Mme d'Etioles' society. But these
plans did not last; his scruples were appeased by
reason and Bernis followed the burst of fortune
that he must condemn on principle; he became
one of Louis XV s intimates and received the
charge of foreign aflFairs after he had shown himself
a successful ambassador.

But more important news was added to the talk
caused by the rise of a new favorite. Hostilities
were resumed; the French army laid siege to
Tournai; in the spring, on 6th May 1745, Louis XV
and the Dauphin went to Flanders; they left full
of hope and confidence. Six days later a victory
at Fontenoy gave rise to general enthusiasm, assured
once more the prestige of France, and showed the
fearless courage of the royal armies. Marshal de
Saxe 'who was covered with glory said to the king
simply: "You see on what victory and defeat
depend."

Messengers took news to Versailles every day;
Marie Leczinska was told of the Dauphin's gal-
lantry, the king's firm wise leadership, the soldiers*
heroism, careless of danger braving death and
offering their lives for their country's safety. At
the same time the charming Mme d'Etioles was
informed of all that took place; tender affectionate
letters re-assured her of the king's love and brought
her proofs of her power and her influence. These
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